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IX. Ett kort utdrag af en Fournaly bdllen pd en refa til
och uti Kejfaredomet Fapan, gjord af Doctor Thunberg
dren 1775 och 1776, fkrifvit til Herr Jofeph Banks,
Prafes uti Royal Society, i London ',

Read Feb. 10, 1780.

NAR min Herre, i borjan af innevarande ar, under
mit viftande i London, behagade introducera mig
uti atfkillige {dl{kaper,der flere af Wetenfkaps Societetens
refpective Ledaméter voro tilfammans, gjordes mig t-
fkillige fragor, angdende det fynnerliga landet Japan och
defs inbyggare, fom jag dd uti ftorfta korthet hade den
dran at befvara; men for at vidare contentera {2 vil So-
cietetens, fom min Herres enfkilta nyfikenhet, adrefle-
rar jag til min herre detta mycket korta utdrag af den
Journal, jag under mit 16 méinaders viftande i det
aflig{na Japan hallit,
Det dr min Herre forut bekant, at jag af Commiffari~

erne ofver Hortus Medicus och nigre andre fornime

Herrar i Amfterdam blef utfkickad forft tilGap de Bonne
Efperance och fedan til Japan, at gora uti Hiftoria natu-

(a) For a tranflation of this paper fee the Appendix.
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144 . Dr. THUNBERG'S

rali nya uptikter, och at deraf 6fverfdnda lskar och fron,
famt lefvande trid och bufkar. Jag uppehill mig try
ars tid p% Cap de Bonne Efperance, et ftille, fom fourne-
rade mig ganfka mdnga nya, bade Djur och Vixter, och
gick derifrn 8r 17735 til Batavia, hvarifrin jag kort
derefter, nemligen den 21 Junii, affeglade til Japan pd
Hollandfka Compagniets fkjep Stavenifie, i folje med et
annat fkjep, kalladt Blyenburg. Refan fortfattes, fom
vanligt {ker, forbi Pulo Sapato, Chinefifka landet och
Formofa,igenom fundet der och Japanika Golfen,til Na-
gafaki hamn, fom 3r den endafte i hela riket der nigot
1kjep har frihet at infegla.

Vi utftodo flera {vara ftormar, hvaraf det medfcljande
fkjeppet Blyenburg blef {4 illa medfarit, at fedan mas-
terne blifvit forlorade, det €j kunde fort{itta refan til Ja-
pan, utan nodgades 16pa in til Canton, at der repareras,
och fedan g3 tilbaka til Batavia.

Den 1 3 Augufti fingo vi Japan i 6gnafigte, och kommo
in uti Nagafaki hamn dagen der efter. Vi infeglade uti
hamnen med ganfka manga uphiffade fAlaggor, och 13f-
fade vire Canoner vid det {4 kallade Papenberget, vid
Kejfarens och Kejfarinnans vagter och fore Nagafaki ftad.
Under infeglandet kommo om bord tvinne Ofver-Banjo-
fer, dtfkillige Tolkar och under officerare, famt pigre
Committerade ifrin Hollind{ka Factoriet,

Ofver
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Ofver Banjoferne, fom kunna jaimnliknas med Manda-~
rinerne i China, gingo ftraxt at fitta pa et ftille, fom var
til den indan tilredt, mitt pd Skjepsdicket, hvilket {ite
de fedan altid nyttjade, {2 ofta de viftades om bord. Deffe
Officerare, fom vixlas om, dro altid om bord de dagar, dd
fkjeppet loffas eller laftas, och ingen ting far foras hvar-
ken til eller ifrin fkjeppet, under al den tid det ligger i
hamnen, utan at de dro tilftides. De dga upfigt ofvey
alt det, fom gar ut eller in i fkjeppet: for deras gon vi-
fiteras bade folck och gods: framfor dem monftras
hvarje ging alt fkjepsfolcket: de forlina och undertekna
alla pafsporter, och gora dageligen rapport af alt, hvad
fom forefaller, til Gouverneuren i Nagafaki.

Det forfta, fom fuorekom ofs underligt och ovanligt,
var den ftarka vifitation, fom hvar och en perfon, och alt
det gods, fom fordestil eller ifrdn fkjeppet,mafte underg3.
Denna vifitation forrattadesicke allenaft ganfka noggrant,
utan den fkjedde dubbelt, nimligen bade pa fkjeppet och
iland. Singkliderne upfprittades, och {jelfva fjidrarne i
dem ranfakades: kiftor utpackades dnda til botn, och
{jelfva plankorne i dem klappades pd alla fidor, til at up-
ticka, omin uti dem voro nagra hemliga g jommor: {mor-
pottor och confitur-krukor rordes inuti med en jernfpits:
uti oftar fkars forft et ftort hal, och fedan ftacks en knif
in t alla fidor: ja de mifstrodde fjelfva dggen och flogo

VoL. LXX. U ifven
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ifven deraf atdkillige i ftycken. Hvarje perfon, fom gir
ifrdn eller til fkjeppet, vifiteras ifven lika fkarpt. Vifi-
tatorn ftryker med fina hinder l3ngs ryggen, fidorne och
magen, 4inda ned til knin, {3 at ingen ting pa lifvet kan
gjomas, utan at han uptiacker det. Denne vifitation mafte
nu alla, utan dtfkilnad, underga, 4nda ifrfin Chefen intil
den fimfta matros, enligt de ordres, fom 8r 1775 an-
kommo ifrin Kejferliga Hofvet.

Tilforene var denna vifitation icke allenaft mindre
firing, utan Chefen och fkjeps Capitenerne voro aldeles
frie ifran den famma, och Capitenerne hade da tilfille, at
lurendriga.in {8 mycket gods, de ville, til hvilken inda
de voro kladde i en ganfka ftor och vid dfverrack, med
tvanne ftora f4ackar eller fickor pa inre fidorne, fom fyldes
med contraband-varor, nir de gingo til eller ifrdn land,
hvilcket fkjedde gemenligen trenne ginger om dagen.

Orfaken til denna firinga vifitationen dro Europeerne
{jelfve, fom ifrdn den ena tiden til den andra, med fine
lurendrigerier retat Japanfka Regeringen, til at mer och
mer infkrinka deras frihet; och di den famma linge
nog markt, at ju nogare de vifiterades, ju finare
de ofvade fine bedrigerier, {3 har den omfider tagit
deremot {3dane mitt och fteg, at nu mera for den aldra-
finteligafte icke en enda utvig mer ir ofrig til oloflig
kandels drifvande. For nigra ir fedan hade en fkjeps

3 under-



Refa til Japan. 147
under-officerare in.uti fjelfva byxorne fordoljt en fogel, i
tanka at {ilja den famma, dd han kommit i land; men
under {jelfva vifitationen, til olycka, begynte foglen at
fjunga och bedrigeriet upticktes: fedan den tiden vifi-
teras utanpad hos Matroferne och {imre folck byxorne,
och fjelfva hiret pd Slafvarne.

Japonefen ir til fargen gulagtig, ehuru man ibland
finner ndgre, i fynnerhet Fruntimren, fom 4ro mycket
hvita. De fkiljas ifrdn alle andre nationer, undantagne
Chinefen och Tartaren, med fine djupe och aflinge Sgon
famt hoga ogonbryner. Nifan dr ej platt, ehuru hon ir
nigot tjockare och kortare, in pd en Europé. Haret ir
fvart,och upfittes pd enahanda vis, {2 at en frimling hir
icke utan ftorfta forundran, anfkddar et almint mode,
fom uti hir-frifure och klidning, hos en hel nation, ir
oforindradt, inda ifrin Kejfarens Thron intil den 18gfta
koja.

Minnerne updkicka fit hdr pa heltannatt {itt,4n andra
konet: hela forhufvudet och midden #inda til nacken
afrakas aldeles,och hallesifven {3 frit for har,fom hakan
ifrdn fkjdgg; det ofriga, fom 4r vid tinningarne och i
nacken, upftrykes och bindes dfver hjeflan tilhopa med
en hvit trdd; utom denna bindningen limnas hiret {2
langt fom en finger, och klippes der tvirtaf, ombindes

U 2 med
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med reften af forra traden, och bgjes emot hufvudet, lika
fom en krokug finger.

Andra konet behaller alt fit har, utan at deraf afraka
nigot. Haret upftrykes emot kullen och viras der til-
hopa i en knut, famt utdrages at fidorne i tvinne breda
vingar: bakom knuten fittes en kam, och igenom knu-
ten dtikillige 1anga zirater utaf olika fkapnad och
amne.

Medici och Prifter, fom gemenligen 1ita raka hela
hufvudet, och barn, fom €j innu hunnit til manlig 8lder,
dro de endafte, fom gora i detta modet nigot undantag,
til at fkilja fig ifrin de ofriga af nationen.

Hela nationen har enahanda och fin egen f{arfkilda
klidedrigt, fom ifrdn urminnes tider varit oforindrad.
Den beftdr uti en eller flere Nattrackar, fom bindas til
om lifvet med et bilte. Fruntimren hafva gemenligen
defle lingre, och ofta flipande efter fig. Defle nattrickar
dro om fommaren ganfka tunna, och om vintren upftop-
pade med tjock filke-eller bomuls-wadd. De fornime
nyttja hirtil filke, och de fattige bomuls tyger. Fruntim-
ren nyttja deraf gemenligen et ftrre antal, och iga dem
pragtigare, ofta med invifne guld-och filfver blomor.

Nattricken #r vid braftet ndgot Spen, och har mycket
vida armar, hvars 6pning framtil ar til hilften ihopfydd,

och formerar en f4ck, innom hvilken de kunna indraga
hinderne,
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hinderne, och i hvilken de kunna bevara papper och an-
dre faker, lika fom i en ficka. Mdnnerne hafva utom defs
en mantel eller half nattrick, fom ricker til hoften, af
ganfka tunt,{vart tyg,och utan pd nattricken 1anga byxor,
fom mycket likna en fruntimmers kjortel, Open ganika
l8ngt ned pa bagge fidor. Med deffe tvinne fednare 1kiljes
bittre folck ifrin den fimfta pobelen. MSnge nyttja
underbyxor utaf linne, men benen aro altid nakne. De
bruka aldrig {kor, utan endaft toflor af halm flitade,
forfedde med en bogel och et band, fom ftickes emellan
ftortan och den nifia tin, til at hilla dem faft. Endafti
vintren bruka de {3ckor af linne pa fotterne. Nir det ar
mycket orent och regnvider, nyttja de hoga trifkor.
Hufvudet betickes aldrig, om icke de dro pa refor, dd de
nyttja en conifk hatt af halm; utan de bruka folfkirmar
(parafols) at {kydda hufvudet for ftark folhetta och regn.

Uti biltet, fom om lifvet fafthaller nattracken, infittes
fabelen, folfjadren och tobakspipan. Sabelen inftickes
pa vinftra fidan, {3 at {karpa @ggen altid vetter upit. De,
fom #ro uti nagon public tjinft, draga altid tvinne fablar,
hvaraf den ena altid dr lingre.

Hufen byggas af triftolpar, fom pa nigon diftance in-
huggas i hvarandra, niftan fom pa korsverkshus; emel-
lan defle flitas fonderklyfde bambokippar, och pd ymfe

fidor
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fidor af dem beftrykes lera och hvitlimmas, f2 at delikna
et ftenhus. V3ningarne iro ofta tvinne, hvaraf den
Ofverfta @r lagare, och nyttjas ei {4 almint til boning.
‘Taken dro merendels tdkte med ftora och tunga, faftin
wvackra och vil gjorda pannor af bl lera.  Golfvet, fom
altid ir uphdjdt en aln ifrin jorden, beligges med brider
och ofvan pd dem aflinga mattor, flitade och fylde med
halm, utaf try eller fyra fingers tjocklek. Hela hufet
utgor et enda ftort rym, fom fedan kan afdelas i {3
ménga {mirre kamrar, fom de behaga, med rammar,
fom infttas i dertil inrittade trabjilkar, fom {3 vil uptil
under taket, fom nedtil pd golfvet, blifvit inlagde. S3-
dane rammar 4ro gemenligen 6fverdragne med tjockt
m3ladt papper, och likna vire tapeter. Fonftren beftd
dfven af rammar, afdelte i {m3 rutor, och pakliftradt
hvitt, ganfka tunt papper.

Man finner aldrig nigra meubler uti Japonefens hus,
hvarken {peglar eller viggur, {kip eller bureauer, ftolar
eller bord, kakelugnar eller fpifar, foffor eller {dngar.
Deras fed ir, at fitta ned pa de mjuka och fnygga golf-
mattorne, liggande fina fotter under kroppen, {3 at deras
egna hilar blifva deras ftol. Under maltiderne fram-
fittes hvarje ritt {4r{kild, ifven pd defle mattor, dock pa
et litet, knapt try eller fyra tums hogt bord. Speglar,

fom de likvil ej upfitta i hufet til ndgon prydnad, gira de
af
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af en componerad metall, famt nyttja dem endaft vid
hérets upligning.

Spifar och kakelugnar daro hos dem aldeles obekante,
faftin den ftringa bliften och kolden tvingar dem, til at
virma fina hus ifran Novembris til Martii manad; men i
defs ftille nyttja de flora koppargrytor med breda flata
briddar och fotter, hvilke infittas i rummen, pa {jelfva
golfvets halmmattor, Defle grytor beklidas in uti med
lerbruk, och fyllas til en del med ren afka, hvarp vil ut-
brinda furukol upftapplas, fom i brand ftukne upvirma
rumet, utan at ofa.

Tobakens bruk har utan tvifvel hos Japoneferne blif-
vit forft bekant igenom Portugiferne; men faftin bigge
konen hir roka och %fven ungt folck, {2 fkjer dock {2-
dant mycket {fparfamt. Nir de vela figna en ankommen
frimande, {3 &r gemenligen tobakspipan och en kopp
thévatn det forfta, fom bjudes honom. Pipan beftdr af et
kortare eller lingre vil gjordt trifkaft med munftycke
och hufvud, utaf miffing eller hvit koppar. Sjelfva
hufvudet ar ej ftorre, in at det kan ryma en ftor irt,
och {jelfva tobaken, fom dr fulkomligen torr, karfvas {3
fin, fom hufvudhir, utaf en fingers lingd: den méfte
altfa vridas ihop likfom til en pill, for at kunna ftoppas i
piphufvudet. Nir den blifvit ftucken i brand, r pipan

latteligen
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Litteligen och med ndgra f8 drag utrokt. P2 detta {litt
roka de flere pipor  rad, famt utbldfa roken 18ngfamt
igenom nisbororne.

Solfjadren nyttjas utaf bigge konen, at dermed i het-
tan {valka fig, och #r derfore altid bdde innom och utom
hus deras trogna foljeflagare.

Hela nationen 3r fallen for {nygghet och renhet; man
finner derfore uti hvarje hus, och uti alla herberg for re-
fande en badftuga, der de hvarje dag, utan forfummelfe,
tvitta fig.

Sillan eller aldrig fir man fe ndgon mansperfon, fom
icke har fina klader teknade med fit figils mirke, hvilket
med famma firg, hvarmed tyget blifvit trykt eller fir-
gadt, pd fmd dertil pd armar och rygg hvite limnade
runde flickar blifvit teknat, och gor, at agaren altid igen-
kinner fin klidning, fkjont den funnos lagd ibland
hundrade andra.

Horfamhet och lydnad emot foridldrar famt 6dmjuk-
het emot formin i agt tages hir pa det alranogafte. Det
ar nojfamt at fe, med hvad refpect, fom en fornim och
en Ambetsman bemotes. De ftadna icke allenaft, om de
mota en {3dan, eller om han rikas i ndgot hus, hilla fig
pa lingre afftind ifrdn honom, utan bija dfven fine huf-
vuden #inda ned til jorden. Vinliga dro de altid emot

: hvarandra,
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hvarandra, i hilsningar, tal och &thisrder. Barnen vinjas
hirvid ifrin forfta barndomen, och foraldrarne foregd
dem med fit exempel. Aga och ftraff dro {ilfynte i lan-
det, men lagar och ftraff ganfka firinga. | Mannifkjor
dro vil af naturen pi alle orter ben%igne til ondt, men
knapt gifves nigot land, der mindre forbrytelfer fkje
emot landets lagar.

Uti deras namn &r nigon ting, fom fortjanar upmirk-
famhet. Stam-namnet nyttjas aldrig i dageligt tal, utan
endaft, di de undertekna nigon fkrift. Med fornamnet
dter nimnas och ropas de i dagligt tal; och det famma
forandras efter deras olika 3ldrar och efter olika fyilor,
fom de med tiden beklida, {3 at de.i fin lifstid ibland gt
fem eller fex {drfkilde fornamn, faftin familie namnes
altid varit oforandradt.

Sin 2lder rikna de altid jimnt med det 3ret, pd hvilket
de varit fodde, antingen det fkjett i borjan eller flutet:
{aledes raknas et barn altid drgammalt, {3 fnart nyars-
dagen infaller, infkjont det kommit til verlden endaft
nigre dagar forut,

Handel och flogder dro hes Japanfka nationen i flor,
faft icke i den grad, fom i Europa; ty deras behof iro €j
(% m3nga: men Akerbruket 4r hos dem uti ftorfta virde,
{3 at man hir fer jordytan ofver alt, och de mifte bergen

Vor. LXX. X anda
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inda up til topparne upbrukade. Utrikes handel drifva
de endaft med Hollindfka och Chinefitka Compagnierne,
Emot Koppar och ra Campher, fom Hollindaren utforer,
Stertaga de Puderfocker, Moderniglickor, Sappantri,
Elfenben, tenn, bly, {kilpadfkal, Chitfer, Taffecelastyger
och nigre andre fmafaker.

Som Hollind{ka Compagniet i Japan aldeles icke be~
talar nigon tull for ut-eller in-gdende varor, {3 findas i
det ftdllet Srligen fkinker til Hofvet, fom beftd i kliden,
Chitfér, Succotas, bomulstyger och ftundom nigra rari-
teter. P2 denna refa, fom forrittas endaft af trenne
Europzer och vid pafs tvahundrade Japonefer, hade jag
det nojet, at folja Ambaffadeuren til den lingft bort i lana
det beligna Hufvudftaden Jedo.

Den 4 Martii 1776 afrefte vi ifrdn vér lilla 6 Dezima
och Nagafaki {tad igenom Kokora til Simonofeki, der vi
den 12 gingo om bord pa et for ofs tilredt ftort fartyg,
hvarmed vi innom fkirs affeglade til Fiogo. Refan fort-
fattes vidare ofver land til Ofacca, en af de fornimfta
handelsftider i Riket, der vi tilbragte den 8 och 9
Aprilis. Innom en dags refa ankommo vi den 10 derpd
foljande til Miaco, Andeliga Kejfarens Hufvudftad. Hir
fortofvade vi tvinne dagar, och pifkyndade vir refa til
Hufvudftaden Jedo, dit vi lyckeligen anlinde den 1 Maji.

3 Refan
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Refan til lands fkjer altid uti Nerimons, en fort af
Palanquins, fom iro tilflutne och forfedde med fonfter,
famt biras utaf flere min. Skinkerne {d vil fom dage-
liga Provianten biras iifven af folck uti kiftor, och nigre
fa faker foras pd packhiftar. Officerare och Tolkar
ledfaga ofs, och befirja om all ting, {3 att vi kunna gtra
en nojfam och obekymrad refa.

Den 18 Maji var den dag, dd vi hade hos Cubo, eller
verldfliga Kejfaren, hos Kronprinfen och de tolf Rikfens
R3d vir audience; dagen derpd hos Tempelherrarne,
fom fora ftyret ofver kyrkorne, och Stadens Gouver=
neurer med flere. Den 23 pafoljande hade vi vir
affkjeds audience, afrefte frdn Jedo den 26 Maji, och
ankommo til Miaco den # Junii. -Nu pd 3terrefan hade
vi hiir den 8 Junii audience hes K gjfavens Stithdllare, fom
idfven fir nigre.fkiinker, efter vi aldeles icke f3 afligga
nigot befvk hos Deifi. Den 11ifingp vi tilftand, at
vandra uti och ikring Stailen, at'befe deras kyrkor och
ftorre hus; men afrefte emot dftonen derifrdn til Ofacca.
Denna vackra och for fin handel vil beligna ftad fingo
vi frihet at genomvandra den 13, och at befe defs kyr-
kor, comaedier, andre mirkvirdigheter, och i fynnerhet
huru kopparen fimiiltes, fom endaft fkjer i denna ftaden,

och ei pi ndgot annat ftille mer i Riket. Hos Stadens
X2 Gouverneurer
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Gouverneurer hade vi den 14 audience; och fortfatte fe-
dan vidare vir refi til Fiogo.. Efter vanligheten gingo vi
‘bir pa et fort fartyg den 180m bord, at fjovigen afgd til
Simonofeki och. Kokota, dit vi-ankommo den 23. Sedan.
blefvo vi uti Norimons. burne til Nagafaki och virt lilla
factorie pa Oen Dezima, hvareft vi flutade den fifta
Junii v8r Ambaffade, efter 118 dagars refa..
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A P P E N D I X

L. Tranflation of a fhort Exirait from a Sournal kept by C. P.
Thunberg, M. D. during bis Voyage to, and Refidence in, the
Empire of Japan, in a Letter addreffed to the Prefident.  Sce

page 143.

SIR,
DURING my thort refidence in London, where you did me

the honour of introducing me to many men of learning,
converfations frequently arofe, in which queftions were atked of
me concerning the empire of Japan: to thefe I could at that
time give anfwers only from memory; but, having now
got pofleffion of my papers, I have drawn out, for the farther
fatisfaltion of the Royal Society, and your particular friends,
the following fhort extraét of a journal which I kept regularly
during a refidence of fixteen months in that diftant country.

To you, sIr, itis already known, that I was fent out by the
dire&tors of the Botanic Gardens at Amfterdam, and fome other
eminent men of that place; firft to the Cape of Good Hope, and
from thence to Japan : in order to inveftigate the natural hiftory
of thofe countries, and to fend from thence feeds and living
plants of unknown kinds, for the ufe of their colleftions in
Holland. At the firft of thefe places I refided three years; and
during that time had the good fortune to obferve and defcribe
many ncw fpecies both of animals and vegetables.

In the year 1775 I failed from thence for Batavia, and after a
thort ftay there, embarked on board a Dutch fhip, called Sta-
venifle, bound for Japan, in company with the Blyenburg, On

Vor. LXX. A the
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the 21t of June, we failed and patfed Pulo Sapatoo, the Coaft
of China, and the Ifland Formofa. On the 13th of Auguft we
made the land of Japan, and the day after were off the harbour
of Nagafacci, the only one in that empire where foreign thips
are allowed to anchor.

During this paflage we met with fevere gales of wind, in one
of which the Blyenburg, having received much damage in her
mafts, parted company, and (as we afterwards learned) was
obliged to go back to Canton, to refit,

We failed into the harbour of Nagafacci with our colours
flying, and faluted the Papenburg, the Emperor’s and Emprefs’s
guard, and the Town itfelf. During this time there came on
board of us two Over Banjofes, feveral interpreters, and infe-
rior officers, and fome people belonging to the Dutch Fattory.

Thefe Over Banjofes may be compared to the Mandarins of
China: a place is prepared for them upon the fhip’s deck, and
fome of them (for they are frequently changed) muft be prefent
when any thing is taken out of, or received into, her. They
infpe& every thing, mufter the people, give paflports to fuch as
goon fhore, and every day report to the governor of Nagafacci
the proceedings on board.

The attention and care with which thefe gentlemen execute
the orders iflued by the Imperial Court in 1775 is well worthy
of relation. The moft minute articles which are carried out of
a fhip undergo a jealous infpection, both when they are put into
the boats, and when they are landed from them ; and the fame
caution is ufed in embarking goods from the fhore.

Bedding is ripped open, and the very feathers examined,
Chefts are not only emptied of their contents, but the boards of
which they are made are fearched, left contraband goods thould
be concealed in their fubftance. Pots of {weetmeats and of
butter are ftirred round with an iron tkewer. Our cheefes had
a more narrow infpection ; a large hole was cut into the middle
of each, and a knife thruft into the fides of it in every direction :
even the eggs were not exempted from fufpicion; many of them
were broken, left they fthould conceal contraband goods within

them.
Ourfelves,
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Ourfelves, from the higheft to the loweft, underwent the fame
fufpicious fcrutiny whenever we went from or returned on
board the thip. Our backs were firft ftroked down by the hand
of the infpector; our fides, bellies, and thighs, were then in like
manner examined ; fo that it was next to impoffible that any
thing could be concealed.

Formerly, they were lefs exatt in this vifitation ; the chief of
the factory and captain of the veflel were even exempted from
it. This priviledge they ufed in its utmoft extent : each drefled
himfelf in a great coat,, in which were two large pockets, or
rather facks, for the reception of contraband goods, and they
generally pafled backwards and forwards three times a day.

Abufes of this nature irritated the Japan government fo much,
that they refolvéd to make new regulations. For fome time
they found, that the more dexterity they ufed in dete&ing the
tricks of the Europeans, the more dextroufly they contrived to
evade them: at laft, however, by repeated trials, they have {o
compleatly abridged their liberties, that it is now almoft, if not
abfolutely impofiible, to fmuggle any thing.

The complexions of the Japanefe are in general yellowifh,
although fome few, generally women, are almoft white. Their
narrow eyes and high eye-brows are like thofe of the Chinefe
and Tartars. Their nofes, though not flat, are fhorter and
thicker than ours. Their hair is univerfally black ; and fuch a
famenefs of fathion reigns through this whole empire, that the
head-drefs is the fame from the emperor to the peafant.

The mode of the men’s head-drefs is fingular; the middle
part of their heads, from the forchead very far back, is clofz-
thaven ; the hair remaining round the temples and nape of the
neck is turned up and tied upon the top of the head into akind
of bruth about as long as a finger; this brufth is again lapped
round with white thread, and bent a little backwards.

The women preferve all their hair, and, drawing it together
on the top of the head, roll it round a loop, and faftening it
down with pins, to which ornaments are affixed, draw out the
fides till they appear like little wings ; behind this a comb is
ftuck in.

A 2 Phyficians



iv Dr. THUNBERG’s Journal of a

Phyficians and priefts are the only exception to the general
fathion ; they fhave their heads intirely, and are by that means
dittinguifhed from the reft of the people.

The fatbion of their cloaths has alfo remained the fame from
the higheft antiquity. They confilt of one or more loofe gowns,
ticd about the middle with a {ath ; the women wear them much
longer than the men, and dragging on the ground  In fummer
they are very thin; but in winter quilted with filk or cotton
wadding

People of rank have them made of filk; the lower clafs of
cotton ftuffs. Women generally wear a greater number of
them than men, and have them more ornamented, often with
gold or filver flowers woven into the ftuff.

Thefe gowns are generally left open at the breaft; their
fleeves are very wide, but partly fewed up in front, fo as to
make a kind of pocket, into which they can eafily put their
hands, and in this they generally carry papers, or fuch like
light things.

Men of confequence are diftinguithed from thofe of inferior
rank by a fhort jacket of thin black ftuff, which is worn over
their gowns, and trowfers open on the fides, but fewed toge-
ther near the bottom, which take in their fkirts. Some ufe
drawers, but all have thcir legs naked. They wear {andals of
ftraw, faftened to their feet by a bow paflfing over the inftep, and
a ftring which pafles between the great toe and that next to it,
fixing to the bow. In winter they have focks of linen, and in
rainy or dirty weather wooden fhoes.

They never cover their heads but on a journey, when they
ufe a conical cap made of ftraw; at other times they defend
themfelves from the fun or the rain by fans or umbrellas,

In their fath they faften the fabre, fan, and tobacco-
pipe; the fabre always on the left fide, and (contrary to our
European cuftom) with the tharp edge uppermoft. Thofe who
are in public employments wear two, the one confiderably
longer than the other.

Their houfes are built with upright pofts, croffed and wattled

with bamboo, plaiftered both without and within, and white-
1 wathed
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wafthed. They generally have two ftories ; but the uppermoft
is low, and feldom inhabited. The roofs are covered with pan-
tiles, large and heavy, but neatly made. ‘Tlhie floors arc elevated
two feet from the ground, and covered with planks. On thefe
are laid mats which are double, and filled with ftraw three or
four inches thick. The whole houfe confifts of one large room ;
but may be divided at pleafure into feveral {fmaller, by partitions
thade with frames of wood, filled up with painted paper, that fix
into grooves made for that purpofe in the floor and cieling. The
windows are alfo frames of wood, divided into {quares, filled up
with very thin white paper, tranfparent enough to an{wer tole-
rably well the purpofe of glafs.

They have no furniture 1 their rooms ; neither tables. chairs,
ftools, benches, cup-boards, or even beds. Their cuftom is to
fit down on their heels upon the mats, which are always foft and
clean. Their victuals are ferved up to them on a low board,
raifed but a few inches from the floor, and one dith only at a
time. Mirrors they have, but never fix them up in their houfes
as ornamental furniture ; they are made of a compound metal,
and ufed only at their toilets.

Notwithftanding the feverity of their winters, which oblige
them to warm their houfes from November to March, they have
neither fire-places nor ftoves: inftead of thefe they ufe large
copper pots ftanding upon legs; thefe are lined on the infide
with loam, on which afhes are laid to fome depth, and charcoal
lighted upon them, which feems to be prepared in fome manner
which renders the fumes of it not at all dangerous.

The Portuguefe, in all probability, firft introduced the ufe of
tobacco into Japan: however, be that as it may, they ufe it
now with great frugality, though both fexes, old and young,
continually fmoke it, blowing out the {moke through their nof-
trils. 'The firft compliment offered to a ftranger in their houfes
1s a difh of tea'and a pipe of tobacco. ‘Their pipes have mouth-
preces and bowls of brafs or white copper. The hollow of
the bowl is fo fmall as fcarce to contain an ordinary pea. The
tobacco is cut as fine as a hair about a finger’s length, and is
‘rolled up in fmall balls like pills, to fit the fmall hollow in the

bowl
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bowl of the pipe; which pills, as they can laft but for a few
whiffs, muft be very frequently renewed.

Fans are ufed by both fexes equally, and are, within or with-
out doors, their infeparable companions.

The whole nation are naturally cleanly ; every houfe, whe-
ther public or private, has a bath, of which conftant and daily
ufe is made by the whole family.

You feldom meet a man who has not his mark imprinted on
the {leeves and back of his cloaths, in the {ame colour in which
the pattern is printed : white fpots are left in manufacturing
them, for the purpofe of inferting thefe marks.

Obedience to parents and refpect to fuperiors is the charac-
teriftick of this nation. It is pleafing to fee the refpedt with
which inferiors treat thofe of high rank: if they meet them
abroad, they ftop till they have pafled by; if in a houfe, they
‘keep at a diftance, bowing their heads to the ground. Their
falutations and converfations between equals abound alfo with
civility and politenefs; to this children are early accuftomed by
the example of their parents.

Their penal laws are very fevere ; but punifhments are feldom
inflited. Perhaps there is no country where fewer crimes againft
{ociety are committed.

Their ufage of names differs from that of all other nations. The
family name is never made ufe of but in figning folemn con-
tra&ls, and the particular name by which individuals are diftin-
guifhed in converfation varies according to the age or fituation of
the perfon who makes ufe of it; fo that fonfetimes the {ame
perfon is, in his life-time, known by five or fix different names.

They reckon their age by even years, not regarding whether
they were born at the beginning or the end of a year, fo that a
child is faid to be a year old on the new year’s day next after his
birth, even though he hasnot been born many days.

Commerce and manufactures flourith here, though, asthefe peos
ple have few wants, they are not carried to the extent which we
fee in Europe. Agriculture is {o well underftood, that the whole
country, even to the tops of the hills, is cultivated. They trade
with no foreigners but the Dutch and Chinefe, and in both cafes

with
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with companies of priviledged merchants. The Dutch export
copper and raw camphire, tor which they give in return fugar,
ripe cloves, fappan wood, ivory, tin, lead, tortoife-thell, chintzs,
and a few trifles more.

As the Dutch company do not pay duty in Japan, either on
their exports or imports, they fend an annual prefent to the
court, confifting of cloth, chintzs, fuccotas, cottons, ftuffs, and
trinkets.

I had the fatisfaltion to attend the ambaffador, who was in-
trufted with thefe prefents, on his journey to Jeddo, the capital
of this vaft empire, fitvated at an immenfe diftance from Naga-
facci, a journey on which three Europeans only are permitted to
g0, attended by two hundred Japaneic at leaft.

We left our little ifland of Dezima, and the town of Naga-
facci, on the 4th of March, 1476, and travelled through Cocora
to Simonofeki, where we arrived en the 12th, and found a vefiel
prepared for us; we embarked on board her, and coafted along to
Fiogo. From thence we travelled by land to Ofacca, one of the
principal commercial towns in the empire. At this place we
remained the 8th and gth of April, and on the 1oth arrived at
Miaco, the refidence of the Dairi, or ecclefiaftical emperor. Here
we alfo ftayed two days; but after that made the beft of our
way to Jeddo, where we arrived on the 1t of May.

We were carried by men in a kind of palankins, called Nori-
mons, covered, and provided with windows. The prefents alfo
and our provifions were carried on men’s thoulders, except a few
articles, which were loaded on pack-horfes. The Japanefe offi-
cers who attended us provided us with every thing, fo that our
journey was by no means troublefome.

On the 18th we had an audience of the Cubo, or temporal
emperor, of the heir-apparent, and of the twelve fenators ; the
day following, of the ecclefiaftical governors, the governors of
the town, and other high officers. On the 23d we had our
audience of leave. We left Jeddo on the 26th of May, and
arrived at Miaco on the 7th of June. Here we had an audience
of the emperor’s viceroy, to whom we alfo made prefents, as
we were not allowed to fee the Dairl, or ecclefiaftical emperor.

On
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On the 11th we procured leave to walk about the town, and
vifit the temples and principal buildings. In the evening we fet
out for Ofacca, which town we were alfo permitted to view,
which we did on the 13th.

We faw temples, theatres, and many curious buildings ; but,
above all, the manufa&ory of copper, which is melted here, and
no where elfe in the empire.

On the 14th we had an audience of the governors of this
town ; after which we refumed our journey to Fiogo, where
we again embarked on the 18th, and proceeded by fea to Simo-
nofeki, from whence we arrived on the 23d at Cocota, and from
thence were carried in Norimons to Nagafacci, and arrived at
our little ifland Dezima on the laft day of June, after an abfence
of one hundred and eighteen days.




